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BELLE AIR BALL
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T Villanova during different times of the

^t\ year social functions are held, each im-

portant, but varying in degree with the

different years. However, there is one

social affair which has consistently and
properly so, been the acme of all the functions of

its kind. This, as all who are acquainted with Villa-

nova know, is the Belle Aire Ball, given by the

Senior Class. This class intends to make this year

an exception—not that the ball will not reach the

high standard set by the same affair of other years,

but that the Belle Aire of this year will surpass

these others if possible. Much work has already

been done, and if one may judge from this and the

plans which are yet to be carried out, our proud

Seniors are not making an idle boast.

The committee chosen by their class to take

charge of this affair consists of Messrs. Connery,

Gagen, Prendergast, Casey, Sheehan, Holland, Gor-

man, Jenkins and Gaffney. The class made a very

good choice in picking their committee, which group

in turn, made a very wise selection when they

elected Edgar Connery chairman. That Mr. Con-

nery was the logical man for the position is easily

seen from his accomplishments along similar lines

in the past, both at this callege and his former Alma
Mater. When in his Sophomore year the present

chairman was at the head of the committee in

charge of the Sophomore Soiree. From every view-

point this dance was one of the most successful of

its kind ever held at Villanova. The responsibility

which rests upon the members of this committee is

not slight, but Mr. Connery, assisted on every hand

by his very competent committee, will, we feel con-

fident, discharge this trust most creditably.

The Belle Aire Ball is not merely an occasion to

be enjoyed for the moment and then forgotten. It

is more than that. To every loyal Villanovan it

has a deeper, more significant meaning. The Belle

Aire Ball is the visible expression of a beloved

tradition, a tradition as old as it is beautiful and in-

spiring. The Belle Aire tradition has been handed
down through the years from class to class. Each
year finds it more deeply enrooted in the hearts of

alumni and undergraduates, and each year finds the

Belle Aire Ball clothed in greater magnificence and
splendor.

To the alumnus the Belle Aire awakens fond
memories, memories of the days when he was an
undergraduate. He recalls the times when the Belle

Aire Ball was a gala occasion held in the old gym-
nasium, where they spent a happy evening making
merry and dancing the old dances. He longs to see

again all the old faces that were so familiar to him
during his college days. To him the announcement
of the Belle Aire Ball is sufficient to open the flood-

gates of these memories. Though hundreds of

miles and many years may separate him from the

Villanova he once knew, still he looks forward each

year to the symbol of his tradition. Though physi-

cally he is unable to be present he is with us in

spirit, and considers it a sacred duty to submit his

name to the patron list along with his old chums.

We, the undergraduates, are too immature to

fully appreciate the deeper feelings that prompt the

alumnus to look forward to the affair. To us it is

the occasion of a lavish display of music, laughter

and beauty all blended together and tending to in-

toxicate us with pure joy. The deeper feelings lie

dormant under the physical pleasure of the moment.
However, the time will come, and too shortly, when
we also will be looking back on our college days, and
when we, as members of the alumni receive notice

of the Belle Aire Ball of some future year we want
to be able to remember the time we were actively

interested in it. It is something that we can enjoy

only today. Tomorrow—it will be but a pleasant

memory. Therefore let us take full opportunity of

the privilege that is ours. Let us enjoy to the ut-

most the pleasures that are now within our grasp.


